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y open than. and put out my
expecting to »ee a flicker of

> or to catch the smell of
but thai-* waa natthar. Tha

t was extraordinarily cigar
. -"ireful; It waa almost aa

t ' i day.
aunt's room.Aunt Knld,

if Kalph'a wife.waa directly
¦

- the front door aud porch; my
uuilea. over which waa mine, to
one aide of It. When he called out
of his window, "Who'a there?" and
bo on. the figure of a man stepped
out of the cover of the porch,
which had hidden him from ua,
Into the open moonlight I recog¬
nised him In a moment, even with¬
out the big black retriever which
accompanied him. It waa Llvesay,
tba gamekeeper.

"It'a me, air," I heard tba keeper
call up, quite unneceaaarlly.

"Yea. I aee that," aald my uncle.
"What then? What la It you
want?"
The man hesitated a moment.

Then ha aald. In a curious hoarse
whisper, aa If he would like it to
reach bla master's ear only:

"I want you. sir. Come down,
air. For God's sake, come down
quick."
My unele muttered something, I

did not hear what, In reply, and
draw In bla head. I wondered for
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a moment what I should do.
whether or not to go book to bod.
Kor oil 1 knew, I might not be
wanted In an affair botwoon my
undo and the keeper a girl might
bo only In tho way BtUI, 1 mlgbt
possibly be of use.juy unolo was

accuatomod to confor with mo a

good deal, much more than a man

ofteu doee with a young girl.and,
besides.1 suppose I may as well
confess it.my curiosity was furi¬
ously aroused.

I bad lost half a minute or so of
time, while thus debating, but I
Quickly made It up again. I expect
a girl haa rather an advantage
over a man In tbe speed of throw¬
ing on the few clothes essential to
decent covering, always excepting
sny hair-dressing or the Itke van¬
ity. At any rate, I found myself
on the landing outside Uncle
Ralph's room Just at the moment
at which he was coming out.
He did not seem the least sur¬

prised to see me.1 suppose he
was occupied with bis own thoughta
.In any case, he accepted my pres¬
ence there as the most natural
thing. No doubt he reallied that
I. too. muat have been aroused by
the ringing and by tbe keeper's
calling up.
When we got to tbe ball, after

going down the stairs together, we
found there Grainger, the butler,
fumbling away at the bolts and
chain of the door. He seemed to
xne to take an unconscionable time
about undoing them, one by one,
and blundering over each, although
they must have been perfectly fa>
miliar to his band. He muat have
done and undone them nightly and
dally for many years. But I no¬
ticed that he hardly seemed to be
looking at them (of course tbe
electric light had been switched
fully on), but at my uncle's face
all the while.
And then I noticed another sin¬

gular thing about Grainger's ap¬
pearance. Uncle was as dishev¬
elled as I myaelf. in his hastily
snatched up attire, hastily thrown
on. but Grainger wae fully dressed,
even to his collar and perfect
white tie. He could not, surely,
have been to bed. And yet I knew
H was his usual habit to go to bad
early.

After an exaaperatlngly long
grinding and groaning of bolts, as
it seemed to me, the door was
opened, and a flood of moonlight
came In. Runyer, the retriever,
wagged his tall and sniffed about
US.

Still, Llvesay did not speak for
a moment In any explanation of his
extraordinary summons. He glanced
nneaslly first at me and then at

- Grainger. N* eeerned at a loes to
begin on what be came to say. /tt
length my uncle said testily, "'Well
what is Itt"
Even then he delayed. H«

plucked my unci# by the sleere,
with a familiarity which he would
hardly bavfe used in the broad day¬
light and In ordinary circum¬
stances. He muttered something
Into my uncle's ear, in that same
singular, hoarse whisper at before,
only much reduced In volume, as If
he was using it at much shorter
range. I caught only some scrap*
of words of It."a body"."the
Summer-bouse." My uncle ejacu¬
lated dreadfully once or twice,
"My God! My God!" Then he be¬
gan moving awsy, a few quick
steps, with the keeper.

I hardly knew whether I should
follow tbem or not; they paid no
attention to me.

"Uncle," I called, moving a step
or two after them Irresolutely.
He stopped. "Welir he said,

rather Impatiently. 4!
"Shell 1 come? Will you want

meT Or".as a thought suddenly
struck me."hadn't I better tell
Aunt Enid you've gone out with
Livena y? She's sure to have been
awakened."
He s(ood Intent a moment, as If

he could not make up his mind
how be should answer. I was
startled by bis face; It looked eo
haggard and white In the moon¬
light. All at once be said quickly:

"Yea, yes. Do what you like."
Then he turned again and the two
men went rapidly away together
across the gravelled drive, the big
black dog at their heels.

I watched them for a moment
and then wheeled about to meet
the gray Scottish eyes set deep
beneath the overhanging brows in
Grainger's rugged, inscrutable face.
He atill stood without moving at

the door and I believe he looked
after my every step as I went up
out of the hail to my aunt's roam.
I knocked at the door. There wish
no answer. I knocked again, much
louder, but still, to my surprise,
no answer came, so I turned the
door handle nnd went In. The
room A'hh In darkness.
"Aunt Enid," 1 called, but (here

was no reply.
My heart began beating furi¬

ously. I was far more frightened
by this unexpected and uncanny
silence than I had been by any of
the other strange events of this
most strange night. I fumbled for
the switch by the door and flooded
the room with light.

It was empty. . v ,

I could hardly believe my own
senses. 1 looked again at the bad,
after searching ont with my eyes
each corner and crevice of tjle
room. No one lay there. What
was mora, and more perplexing
still, no one had lain In that bed
since It was last made. Aunt Enid,
who had gone to bed, aa she said,
before dinner, with a bad head¬
ache and feeling miserable, had
not lain on her bed at all. She had

gone. What could have
happenedT'
Whatever had happen¬

ed, it seemed to ma that
my own course of Im¬
mediate action, for the
first time that night
since I had been awak- . .

ened bjr the pealing of 7
the bell, was clearly be- . A

tore me. Whatever hap¬
pened, it teemed to me -

of the first importance .'
that mjr uncle should
be told that hla wife
«ai not there. Doubt-
lew, Ml imagined, he
had gone out, in ra- .... r

sponse to Liveeay's appeal, with¬
out thinking or looking. into her
room. 1 believed that I knew more
or less whither to go In "search of
him. Among the scraps that I had,
overheard of" IJvesay's ga-whia-
paring was that word "th48ugf4lr
house." That was the tratf"pia<!»,
at gll events,' in which tp look for
Am. Thither I hurried. « '

CHAPTER II; '

Thm Empty BaJ.,
I DID not know what, or why, |

feared, but I was painfully
conscious that my knees were

trembling beneath me ana that my
legs felt extremely shaky as I
again went down the stairs under
the sinister heads of the rhinoce¬
ros, the lions and several antelopes
with immense pointed horns which
Sir Ralph Carlton, my uncle, had
brought home with him from one

of his African big-game shooting
expeditions. Oralnger, to my sur¬
prise, was still there at the open
door, gwlng out Into the gloriou*
moonlit night. As I went down >1

heard qoleklr pattering feet b*hind
to*, nod turned 49 a** Olesle. my
.tint'* rreneh maid, Imrrylng down.
: "Ah, mad«mois*lta what is it
tb*ft?" abe «*b*d, a* ah*-overtook
IB* on tb* laat at*p. "Tb»t ringing,
?bat did u <1 w*a juat go¬
ing la madam*, to B«e- If she should
want my h*fcv *b*o i aaw made¬
moiselle on th* atair. Mademoi¬
selle parsHW that l Mkf '

Tb* woftian waa panting- with
tb* l^aat* both of ber runqtag and
of b*r ap«ecb, but I noticed that,
although ahe waa sot, Hk* Oraln-
g*r. fully drewed. ah* had at laaat
taken tb* tina* to make sure that'
b*r neglige* was not wholly un¬
becoming to her.
Somehow an undfflnaifele *us-

plclon flashed across m« t^iat she
might know ^nore of the myateri-
ohs affair than her hurrlod ques¬
tions seemed to show.

"Colgate," I said shortly, "what
id tb* meaning of it? Her ladyship
is not in her room."
."Not In her room, mnn Dieu. but,

mademoiselle, she will then have
tub out, llKe yon, Ilk* me, like Mr.
Grainger".ahe pointed to the but¬
ler's gaunt figure standing guard*
ian at tbe door."when ah* heard
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"It struck me that there
was it carelessness In her
manner of response to
such little caressing acts
of (lis as I was allowed
to see, which did not
suffest s rotors of equal

that bo loud rinsing of the bell."
"Celeste," I mI4, "ron do not an-

derstsnd. Her ladyship is not
there. 1 don't know bow Ions It Is
since the has gone, but her bed
has not been slept la." I observed
her closely. Either the girl had
beeto thoroughly prepared for vhst
I told her. end arted surprise well,
or else her astonishment was gen¬
uine.

"But, not there! Not slept in!
Mon Dieu. it Is lmpoeslble! Made¬
moiselle has made mistake. I go
to Me." She turned and flew up

ths «uir> almost more quickly
thu she had de»csndt:d

I did not wait for her return Ou
the contrary, I was wall pleased to
be rid of bar.
"Did you baar what I said to

Celesta, Grainger?" I asked the
butler, as I came to blm at th«
door. "Her ladyship la not in bar
room. Her bod has not been slept
In."
"Eh." he ssld grimly and gravely.

In his slow Scottish way, without
a change of eipresslon In his rug¬
ged face, "that's varra strange,
varra strange "

"I usual tell Sir Ralph." 1 mid
The uiau urnd. a movement el-

Uiobi as If he had it UMMitfht la hia
mind of blocking my way thmuaii
the door, but If such a» Idea f*«r
waa In bla mlud be thought better
of It and draw back to let ine pn»s

I tried to piece together the pus
tie of hla strange behavior as I
hurried acroaa tbe moonlit afwue
before tbe booite and dived into the
ahadow under tbe shrubbery tree*
If my position In the family hot!
been otber tban it waa.If I had
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But that was. when I first
started in 1891, and I now
Kara far more students than
wsrs aver before taught by
one man. Could I have over¬
come this prejudice, enlarged
my Bchool* every year for over
twenty-five years, unless there
was some real merit in my
method of teaching piano? In
vestigate by sending for nxj
free booklet.
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